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Party is against it. That’s the context in which
we meet and bring it to the Congress.

Now, what do we try to do to offset that.
First of all, we made some changes in our
plans, made it less bureaucratic, more flexi-
ble, more open, and responded to you. I ex-
plained that. Secondly, we put together a
group of small business people, 29 different
large groups with 600,000 small businesses
to say ‘‘we’d be better off if everybody had
to pay and our costs would go down. Please
do this.’’

In other words, what we’re trying to do
is to get back again to where we can have
a debate that’s not so politically charged. The
problem you have, obviously, in the Congress
now is—and the problem and the oppor-
tunity—is that under the rules of the United
States Senate only the budget can be passed
without a filibuster. No other bill can pass
the Senate not subject to a filibuster. So that
means that if 41 Senators decide that bill X
shouldn’t come to a vote, it can’t come to
a vote.

So that’s why all the Democrats have been
saying all along, we’ve got to have some sort
of bipartisan support here. And again I will
say, what I would like us to do is to come
back to the principle that we must do what
we know will work to provide security, to pro-
vide control of costs, to maintain choice and
quality. And if we just will be guided by that,
we will come up with a bill that the American
people will be proud to have us sign without
regard to their party.

We have been through a long period here
of congressional debate and discussion and
everything, and the political atmosphere has
been charged and gone up and down. There’s
a lot of unreality out there. There’s been a
lot of reality around this table today. If we
can bring that back to the Congress, we’ll
get a good bill, if everybody will just forget
about all the rhetoric and do something that
will work.

But we must not blind ourselves to what
these medical school deans said. I mean
there was 100 of them that came to see me.
They know what they’re doing. They know
what works. And we have to do something
that works. That’s my only bottom line. Let’s
do not mislead the American people. If we’re
going to act, let’s do something that will leave

the people in New Mexico and Utah and
Montana better off.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. at the
Hynes Convention Center.

Exchange With Reporters in Boston
on Health Care
July 19, 1994

Q. Are you now willing to compromise on
universal coverage more and on mandates,
sir? We’re really confused.

The President. Listen, I’ve always had the
olive branch out. I am not willing to do some-
thing that doesn’t work. Did you all listen
to what I said? I said that of the States that
have done these modest reforms, only 10
have increased the number of people with
insurance. We are losing ground. We must
not do something that is a fraud.

I have never said that we had to have the
employer mandate, although I think that’s
the best and fairest way. I do think we have
to keep going towards universal coverage.
That’s what I think we have to do.

Q. But you would accept something less
than 100 percent?

The President. Social Security doesn’t
have 100 percent.

Q. That’s the first time we’ve heard you
say that.

The President. Social Security—you can-
not physically get 100 percent. There’s no
way to get 100 percent. Social Security only
has 98, and they’ve just moved from 97 a
couple years ago. But I think you have to
have a universal coverage goal because if you
don’t have the idea of trying to essentially
have functionally full coverage, whatever that
is, it’s a very high percentage, then the rest
of these reforms will not work.

So my olive branch came because he said
he was willing to work every day in August,
every day in September, and every day in
October, and I liked that.

Q. Maybe he’s talking about a fili-
buster——

The President. All I’m asking you tonight
is report this on the merits. Talk about what
the doctors said. Talk about what the people
said. These doctors, a lot of these doctors
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might be Republicans that signed this ad in
the Boston Globe today. They said what will
work is universal coverage. That is the almost
universal opinion of knowledgeable physi-
cians. The people who know what will control
costs and provide security to middle class
America know that unless you cover virtually
everybody, you’re not going to get that done.

And let’s talk about the merits. Let’s not
turn this into a political story, let’s talk about
what will work in middle America.

Q. How about a 50–50 split?
The President. I’m open to changes in the

split. I’m open to a lot of things. I just want
to cover the American people. I’ve always
been open to that from the first day. The
only thing I want to do is get everybody cov-
ered, deal with the cost, preserve choice.

Q. [Inaudible]—fully cover less than 100
percent?

The President. You cannot physically
cover 100 percent. It’s impossible. Nobody
can do that. We don’t cover 100 percent of
the people in Social Security, and it’s univer-
sal. Social Security is universal. I want a uni-
versal program, but we can’t physically get
to 100 percent.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:30 p.m. at the Hynes Convention Center. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Notice on the Continuation of the
Iraqi Emergency
July 19, 1994

On August 2, 1990, by Executive Order
No. 12722, President Bush declared a na-
tional emergency to deal with the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States
constituted by the actions and policies of the
Government of Iraq. By Executive Orders
Nos. 12722 of August 2, 1990, and 12724 of
August 9, 1990, President Bush imposed
trade sanctions on Iraq and blocked Iraqi
government assets. Because the Government
of Iraq has continued its activities hostile to
United States interests in the Middle East,
the national emergency declared on August
2, 1990, and the measures adopted on August
2 and August 9, 1990, to deal with that emer-

gency must continue in effect beyond August
2, 1994. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the na-
tional emergency with respect to Iraq.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 19, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 11:08 a.m., July 19, 1994]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on July 20.

Proclamation 6707—National Apollo
Anniversary Observance
July 19, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
When John F. Kennedy called upon our

Nation to join him in a journey to the un-
known frontier of space, Americans eagerly
accepted the challenge. Propelled by the fire
that President Kennedy sparked in our
imaginations, the pioneering scientists of our
country’s emerging space program sent the
Apollo 11 astronauts on the greatest adven-
ture humankind has ever known. As the first
extraordinary images of the moon’s surface
were transmitted to Earth for all to see, we
began to recognize, as never before, how far
the human race had traveled—and how far
we have yet to go.

Today, more than 30 years after President
Kennedy’s historic vision, America’s gaze re-
mains drawn to the heavens. Space explo-
ration has become an integral part of our na-
tional character, capturing the spirit of opti-
mism and adventure that has defined this
country from its beginnings.

On this 25th anniversary of the historic
Apollo mission to the moon, our tradition of
bold discovery compels us to embrace the
opportunities of the dawning 21st century.
Although ours is a very different world than
that of the 1960s—one of tightening re-
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